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worked by corporation officials. Under the Baths and
Acts, 1846 and 1847, the council had power to establish a wash-house,
where people could wash their own clothes. A ratepayer tested the
question whether the new laundry was intra vires this power and
sought by an injunction to restrain the corporation from conducting
the laundry as a business. It was held that the statutory power was
confined to the establishment of a wash-house and that it was ultra
vires for the Fulham Corporation to wash the clothes itself, that is,
by its servants. Thus were the women of Fulham deprived of the
benefit of an up-to-date municipal laundry.
(2) An authority may be given by Parliament the power to legis-
late on conditions contained in the enabling Act. Such legislation,
which will be by statutory instrument in the form e.g. of regulations
made by the appropriate Minister or other authority, must not con-
tain provisions which conflict with such conditions. Thus Sj^gf Jjas
National Service Act, 1948, which relates to transfers of national
servicemen during part-time service after the completion of the
period of service with, the regular forces, provides:
The Service Authorities shall by regulations make provision for
enabling or requiring a person serving in any auxiliary force dialing
his part-time service, or during service performed in lieu thereof, to
be transferred to any other auxiliary force; so, however, that such
regulations shall not provide for the transfer of any person to the royal
naval reserve, the royal naval volunteer reserve, the royal marine
forces volunteer reserve, the royal air force volunteer reserve or the
royal auxiliary air force except at his own request.
Any attempt by, for example, the Secretary of State for Air to obtain
involuntary reinforcements for the Auxiliary Air Force by means
of a regulation made under this section would be held ultra vires if
challenged in the courts, as was a prohibition on certain imports
made by proclamation under s. 43 of the Customs Consolidation
Act, 1876, in Attorney-General v. Brown, [1920] 1 K.B. 773.
(3) Under the Housing Act, 1925,1 the Minister of Health was
empowered to confirm improvement schemes submitted by local
authorities in accordance with the provisions of the Act. A scheme
was submitted for confirmation which was not within the Act in
that it left the local authority free to sell or lease land compulsorily
acquired without restricting the use to which the land should be put.
It was held that the Minister's jurisdiction was confined to confirm-
ing schemes which were within the Act: The King v. Minister of
Health, exparte Davis, [1929] 1 K.B. 619. The scheme was ultra
vires and, had he confirmed it, the Minister would have acted ia
excess of his jurisdiction.
A later illustration is afforded by Jackson, Stansfield and Sonsv.
* SSace repealed.   The present law is contained in the Housing Act, 1936, ss, 25
«md 26 and Se&edules 1, 2 and 3.

